
 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

PREP B Dilan For being focused during learning tasks and a being great friend to everyone. 

PREP C Mekhi 
For his concentration during reading groups. Mekhi is working hard on his goals 
and completing all his tasks on time, Well done, Mekhi! 

PREP F Amelia For always giving her work her very best effort. Well done, Amelia! 

PREP H Yeshe For her great story writing. Keep it up Yeshe! 

JUNIOR B Sienna For always applying herself to set tasks and doing her best. 

JUNIOR H Jayden 
For being a fantastic listener during classroom instructions and showing 
enthusiasm towards all maths activities. 

JUNIOR L Georgia For producing such creative descriptive writing this week. 

JUNIOR N Jesse For a brilliant story about an amazing magic carpet! Well done. 

JUNIOR R Nicola For pushing herself to always do better. 

JUNIOR S Tom 
For SUPERMAN writing efforts! He has x-ray vision to find those sentences that 
DO NOT MAKE SENSE!! 

JUNIOR T Shalini For working so well with others in reading groups. 

JUNIOR W Shelden For making such an effort to improve his handwriting. Keep it up, Shelden! 

MIDDLE A Freya For her great attitude to work and always doing her best. 

MIDDLE J Lola For contributing to discussions and always doing her best. 

MIDDLE L Logan 
For being a happy, friendly, helpful member of Middle l and approaching all tasks 
with a smile. 

MIDDLE M Keeley For her imaginative procedure! 

MIDDLE R Jessica For continuing to persist when challenged in her reading test. 

MIDDLE S Hayden For being organised and always ready to begin each lesson on time. 

MIDDLE W Lachlan 
For the outstanding effort he has put into his home reading in the last few 
weeks. 

SENIOR B Skyler 
For being a kind friend and for her fantastic work in reading workshops this 
week. 

SENIOR C Cameron 
For being a friendly member of the drama club, welcoming Juniors in the SLU 
space with a smile!! 

SENIOR H Breelle For making a great start to her historical recount. Keep it up!! 

SENIOR J Jarrod For fantastic book work!! 

SENIOR K Bianca 
For approaching mathematical challenges with confidence this week. Great 
focus, Bianca!! 

SENIOR W Will 
For dedication and application during writing workshops. In addition, great 
discussions on his topic, ‘JFK’. 
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Term Dates for 2009 

5
th

 October – 18
th

 December 

Dates to remember: 

30
th

 Oct -Hoop Time Final 

2
nd – 13th 

 Nov – Prep and Junior 

Swimming  

5
th

 Nov- 21
st
 Century Learning 

and Cyber Bullying Parent 

Information Session 

19
th

 Nov  Kanga 8’s cricket 

16
th

 Dec- Graduation Night 

18
th

 Dec- last day of term
 

 

 

 

 

  Bellaire News 
UK Principals To Visit: 
Today we have been hosting four Principals from the Cumbria District in the United 

Kingdom. They are participating in an international exchange tour between our state 

education system and theirs. They are very keen to look at how schools in Victoria 

use new approaches to curriculum and teaching spaces to best address personalising 

learning. The Education Department have asked leading schools in Victoria to host 

the visits, this includes Bentleigh West PS, Point Lonsdale PS and ourselves. Point 

Lonsdale has a new school designed on TRIBES, which is one open flexible space 

that caters for a range of class groups. Bentleigh West PS has developed learning 

houses for their Preps, Juniors, Middles and Seniors which are open learning spaces 

joined by a kitchen and lounge area with mini Library. They also have a TV and 

radio station with extensive technology infrastructure.  

It is a great opportunity for Bellaire PS to be able to share our work with the UK 

Principals and also learn from them. We also get the opportunity to share and learn 

from the other Victorian schools involved in this program. 

World Teachers’s Day – Friday, 30
th

 October 
The Victorian Institute of Teaching encourages everyone to get together and honour 

our teachers on World Teachers' Day. The UNESCO-declared World Teachers’ Day 

commemorates the anniversary of the signing in 1966 of the UNESCO/ILO 

Recommendation Concerning the Status of Teachers. It is an occasion to celebrate 

the essential role of teachers in providing quality education at all levels in preparing 

students as 21
st
 century global citizens. At Bellaire PS we are celebrating with the 

Leadership Team and Unit Leaders providing a special morning tea for teachers. 

Parents and students can also join in my taking this opportunity to thank their 

classroom teachers for their hard work today! 

Senior Learning Unit:  

The Senior Learning Unit is a learning community that consists of 7 staff and 

approximately 140 students. Students and teachers work together in shared, open 

learning spaces. The new purpose built learning spaces have increased student creativity 

in the way they engage with particular topics. Quiet reading areas, theatrette, science 

area, art area and SMART board areas all provide students with greater opportunities to 

learn in a way that suits their particular needs. 

Each term students’ ideas drive the curriculum and they each sign up for workshops that 

interest them and that will best support their learning needs.  As a consequence, each 

student has an individual timetable. Students sign up for workshops in the areas of 

reading, writing and DKU. Workshops are created in these subjects for usually a five 

week block. Students consider the blurbs created for reading and writing workshops 

then, with assistance, create their negotiated timetable. Our specialist teachers also 

create workshops for choice.  Different workshops in ICT and Deep Knowledge Units 

(integrated studies) are also offered. When students are working independently teachers 

are roving to ensure students are on task and have the assistance they need. 

Weekly conferences are at the centre of this initiative. Teachers schedule a weekly 

conference to build a relationship with students from their home group and to accurately 

determine the level of understanding of each individual student.  During these 

conferences students discuss their learning progress and set goals for the following 

week.  Because students have set their own goals at their own level in consultation with 

their teacher, they are aware of the next steps they need to take to improve.  This ensures 

that students are continually building on and extending their learning. 

Conferencing time allows teachers to have a greater knowledge of each student.  The 

goals specified during these conferences form individual learning plans for every 

student.  The individual goals help to identify target teaching groups.  Teachers use 

these goals to form target teaching groups and as a basis for teaching and learning in 

their workshops. 

This conference time also enables a strong rapport to be built up between student and 

teacher where high expectations are reinforced.  It also allows the teacher to ask probing 

questions that challenge their thinking support students to reach a deeper level of 

understanding.  The move towards negotiated curriculum was undertaken after much 

consultation with the wider school community. The Learning Unit currently acts as a 

model for other schools in teaching pedagogy and offers professional development to 

other interested schools. 

 

 



 
21

st
 Century Learning  

and Cyber Bullying Prevention- 

Parent Information Evening on  

Thursday, 5
th

 November 
We will be hosting an information 

evening at 7:00 to 8:00 pm at Bellaire 

PS for all interested parents. We will 

present a half hour presentation on 

changes to education needed to best 

prepare our generation of learners for 

life in the future. John Pearce will also 

join us for a half hour presentation on 

how to prevent cyber bulling. Hope to 

see you there! 

 

 

GARDENING CLUB 

The next meeting of the gardening 

group will be held on Friday, 6
th

 

November at 9.00am, meet at the 

Garden shed in the staff carpark. 

Extra hands are always welcome! 

Come and join us for an hour to 

help make the school look more 

beautiful and have a cuppa 

afterwards. 

 

CHOCOLATE DRIVE 

Could you please finalise the 

selling of your box of chocolates 

asap and return the money to 

school. There is still quite a few 

families who haven’t returned  their 

money.  

Thank you to all families that have 

returned their chocolate money to 

school.   

If any families would like 

another box to sell – please 

contact the office. 
 

SOCIAL CLUB BOOKS  

XMAS CATALOGUE! 

Last week you would have received 

a SCB catalogue.  This is our only 

fundraiser for term four.   If you 

wish to order anything from the 

catalogue, please return your order 

to school by November 4th along 

with Cash, Cheque (made out to 

Bellaire Primary School) or fill in 

the credit card section. DON’T 

PAY THE POST & 

PACKAGING – ALL BOOKS 

WILL BE DELIVERED TO 

SCHOOL. 

 

 

 

 

 
Children’s Week is on 

from 24 October – 1 

November 
Free family activities will take 

place across Victoria during this 

celebratory week.  A calendar of 

events featuring free events 

across Victoria will be available 

shortly on the Children’s Week 

website 
www.education.vic.gov.au/childrensw

eek 

The Victorian State Government 

will host two major family fun 

days during Children’s Week: 

Sunday 25 October at 

Melbourne Zoo and Sunday 1 

November at Melbourne 

Museum.  See the Children’s 

Week website for more 

information on these major 

events. 

 

CANTEEN 

HELP NEEDED!! 
If there are any parents that 

could lend a hand in the canteen 

on the following dates – your 

help would be greatly 

appreciated :- 

Monday 2
nd

 November 9-11am 

Monday 9
th

 November  9-11am 

Monday 16
th

 November 9-11am 

and 

Friday 20
th

 November   9-11am 

If you are able to help on any of 

these dates – please contact Liz 

on 0409 861 870. 

 

 

LOST PROPERTY 
There is an enormous amount of 

lost clothing/lunch boxes/drink 

bottles etc. in the Lost Property 

Room – PLEASE come and 

check for your child’s lost 

property – it will all be thrown 

out at the end of the term. 

 
 

 

WALKTOBER WALK-TO-

SCHOOL 
It is Walktober month! The main aim 

of Walktober is to encourage children 

to travel to school in an active way. 

This may include walking, walking 

part way (for children who live a 

long distance from school) or riding a 

bike. This term students will receive 

an Active Transport Card. Every time 

they travel to school in an active way 

they will receive one stamp on their 

Active Transport Card. When they 

have received ten stamps they will go 

in a draw to win a range of great 

prizes. Active travel to school has 

many health, social and 

environmental benefits. So enjoy 

being active on the way to school! 

  

 

 

Wanted- Travel Smart Focus 

Group – Thursday 26th Nov. 

 We need 8 - 10 people interested in 

discussing travel issues at Bellaire as 

part of the TravelSmart Program.  

This focus group is a once-only 

session, lasting about 90 minutes and 

will be held on Thursday 26
th

 

November at 9.15. The session will 

be facilitated by the Travel Smart 

Project Coordinator from the City of 

Greater Geelong and refreshments 

will be supplied as an added 

incentive!   

If you are interested in attending this 

session – please leave your details at 

the school office. 

This is your chance to have your say 

and help to shape the future Bellaire 

Travel Plan! 

 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childrensweek
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childrensweek


SEASONS PROGRAM 

 
Seasons is a unique peer support program developed to help children and young people cope 

with the grief and feelings of loss resulting from separation, divorce or death. 

Children and young people need effective help when grief and loss overpower their thoughts, 

feelings and behaviour. This program has been assessed to be most effective for those 

students whose cause of grief or loss occurred at least six months prior to joining the 

program. 

A Bellaire staff member has recently been trained to facilitate the Seasons program within 

our school.  

Small groups of five or six students meet with an adult companion for 10 weekly x 40 

minute sessions.  

Please contact the school to express interest on your child’s behalf, or for any further 

information contact Helen Weston, Assistant Principal. 
 

 

 

 

The City of Greater Geelong in conjunction with Glastonbury Child & Family Services invites local 

playgroups and parents with young children to: 

 

PLAYGROUP IN THE PARK 
Children, Parents, Carers, Grandparents 

Come along and help us celebrate Children’s Week in the 
Park 

       Animal Farm 

       Face Painting 

       Performance by Funky Mummies 

       Music Sessions 

       Children’s Craft Activities 

       Children’s Safety Display by SafeStart 

       B.B.Q or bring a picnic lunch 

Remember to bring a sunhat, sunscreen, and water bottle. 

When: Children’s Week, Thursday 29 October 2009, 10.00am – 12.00pm 

Where: The City’s Award winning Playspace Playground in Eastern Gardens 
(Next to Botanical Gardens) 

  

For further information about this event contact Sue Ellis at the City of Greater Geelong Supported 
Playgroup & Parent Project on Tel: 52724781; Email sellis@geelongcity.vic.gov.au 
. 
Further information about Children’s Week events and activities and a copy of the Children’s Week 

Program can be downloaded for from the Council website at: www.geelongaustralia.com.au  or pick up 

a program from Council’s Customer Service Centres. 
 

mailto:sellis@geelongcity.vic.gov.au
http://www.geelongaustralia.com.au/

